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Welsh Wreck Web Research Project
(North Cardigan Bay)

On-line research into the wreck of the schooner

Llanddulas,
Which foundered in Cardigan Bay in 1900. 

The wreck of the ‘Llanddulas’ is largely covered in plumose anemones.
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 1.0 Abstract
The Malvern Archaeological Diving Unit (MADU) currently has a database of 453 
shipwrecks in the north end of Cardigan Bay in north west Wales. These wrecks date from 
1590 to 1993 and very few have been investigated in any depth! 

The author of this report is an amateur diver who has visited many of the shipwrecks around 
the Welsh coast between Barmouth and the Dee Estuary. He wrote and published ‘The 
Essential Underwater Guide to North Wales, Volumes One and Two’, and co-wrote ‘Life and 
Death on the Royal Charter’. 
He is also the licensee of the submarine ‘Resurgam’, a historic vessel that lies on the seabed 
off Rhyl after being lost in 1880.
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3.0 Introduction
For many years, the author searched for the wreck of the ‘Llanddulas’ without success, finally 
being able to visit the site after the vessel was located by a professional survey-team who 
added the location to the appropriate chart. This is a small wreck, but it does show up on both 
a side-scan unit and an echo-sounder as shown by the traces given in this report.

Note that the spelling of the town of Porthmadog varies in the early newspapers, so it may 
appear as ‘Port Madoc’ or ‘Portmadoc’. ‘Tudwal’ also appears as ‘Tudwall’ or ‘Tudwel’.
Aberystwyth appears as ‘Aberystwith’.
Caernarfon appears as ‘Carnarvon’ or ‘Caernarvon’.
The name of this wreck appears as ‘Llanddulas’ and ‘Llandulas’.
Wherever possible, the spellings in the published newspapers have been used.

4.0 Background.
The author came across references to the loss of the ‘Llanddulas’ whilst collecting 
information for his revised book on the dive-sites of North Wales. Having spent several 
unsuccessful attempts at locating the wreck, recent charts included the position of a small 
wreck that on inspection appears to be that of the ‘Llanddulas’.  

5.0 Research Methodology.
Equipment and sources used:
Boat, Echo-sounder, GPS.
Richard Larne’s Shipwreck Index of the British Isles. West Coast and Wales.
Gwynedd Archives Record Office, Caernarfon.
Denbighshire Records Office, Ruthin.
British Library on-line newspaper records.
National Library of Wales on-line records.
Lloyd’s List records.
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6.0 Details.
Vessel Name: Llanddulas. Type: Schooner, smack or flat (sources differ).  
Built 1857 in Liverpool. Registered at Liverpool.
Owner: Mrs. A.M. Glenny, Liverpool. Managers: Joseph Nelson. Liverpool.
Registered Weight: 72 tons. Propulsion: Sail.
Construction Materials: Iron hull. 

Location.
The wreck lies at a depth of around twenty-metres, about five miles south-east of Pwllheli 
harbour. This is a small wreck that lies roughly north-west to south-east, and only gives a slight 
indication on the echo sounder. A long scour in the seabed leads to the wreck.

Overview.
At the beginning of the 20th-Century, granite was being quarried from the rocky hillside at 
Llanbedrog (between Pwllheli and Abersoch) to be taken away in small trading-vessels. Loaded 
onto ships via a small pier on the beach by the headland, stone such as this was essential for 
use as ‘setts’, or paving-blocks for roads. A few days after Christmas, 1900, the schooner 
Llanddulas was sheltering from a gale off the Tudwal Islands, having collected a cargo of setts 
from the quarry to be taken to Birkenhead. As the weather deteriorated, the master, his wife 
and the crew were rescued by the Abersoch Lifeboat, before the vessel drifted out to sea and 
foundered due to the north-westerly storm-force winds. 
The remains of the vessel now lie almost upright with only a slight list, at a low-water depth 
of around 20 metres, buried in the seabed to such an extent that the highest point stands only 
a couple of metres proud of the sand and mud. Measuring around 20 metres long by about 6 
metres wide, the iron hull is complete, and it is possible to follow the gunwales all the way 
round the vessel, but the wooden decking has completely disappeared to expose the whole 
interior of this small schooner. The gunwales are totally covered in plumose anemones, while 
all the external plates of the bow are hidden by the same growth. Surrounded by a mass of loose 
seaweed, the windlass can be seen near the bow, while a quantity of stone setts lies scattered 
inside the wreck. However, it is evident that the Llanddulas was not fully loaded when she 
sank. A pair of stumps stands vertically upright from the keel, possibly suggesting that she had 
a hinged mast that could easily be lowered, either for ease of use or for operation on a river 
where low bridges could be encountered. 
Despite being a small wreck, there is a reasonable amount of marinelife. Look out for deadmen’s 
fingers, greater- and snake-pipefish, butterfish, dragonettes, bib, tower-shells and poor-cod, 
while a vast number of prawns loiter amongst the cargo. 
Tidal streams in this area are not particularly strong, so this wreck can be visited at any time 
on a neap tide. However, the lack of current and the muddy seabed in this area can combine to 
create poor underwater-visibility if over-energetic finning is used or several pairs of divers are 
swimming around the wreck at the same time. As a result, it is best if no more than two pairs of 
divers visit the wreck at any one time, and there is some advantage to diving here when there 
is a little tidal movement. 
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Llanbedrog Headland, where the ‘Llanddulas’ loaded her cargo.

Located close to the village of Llanbedrog, the headland of Mynydd Tir-y-cwmwd was 
quarried for granite during the late 19th century and in the first half of the 20th century 
until the quarry closed in 1949. Located at the edge of the sea, stone setts would be loaded 
into boats via a small jetty to be taken away for used as roadstones. This is a very exposed 
location for vessels operating in the shallow water off the headland, although the nearby St. 
Tudwal’s Roadstead did offer a little shelter in inclement weather,

Evidence of the quarrying activities can still be found here.
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Lloyd’s List. LLANDDULAS – Abersoch Dec 28, 1900. 
The schooner Llanddulas, Jones, from Llanbedrog for Birkenhead, with setts, parted her 
cables in St. Tudwal’s Roads and hoisted signals of distress. The lifeboat went to her, and 
took off the captain, his wife, and the mate. The vessel is drifting towards the causeway with 
no-one on board.

Lloyd’s List. LLANDDULAS – Liverpool, Dec 29. 11 29am., 1900. 
Telegram received in Liverpool states – Llanddulas parted from anchors; blown out to sea; 
saved by lifeboat Abersoch. All saved
 
Western Mail. December 31, 1900. 
Llanddulas parted from anchors and blown out to sea; saved by lifeboat Abersoch; all saved.

28 Dec 1900 – Oldham, Abersoch
At about 11am of the above date a warning was received that a schooner was flying signals of 
distress in St Tudwal’s Roads, immediately the lifeboat crew were assembled and promptly 
launched the lifeboat. On approaching the vessel she parted both cables, the crew were taken 
to the lifeboat consisting of captain, his wife and mate and landed at Abersoch and landed at 
Abersoch. The vessel was drifting before the hurricane and foundered.

The remains of the pier at Llanbedrog Headland.
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A side-scan trace and an echo-sounder trace of the ‘Llanddulas’.
The Cambrian News and Merionethshire Standard. 4th January 1901.
Criccieth. A full gale blew from the W.N.W. on Thursday night and early Friday morning, but 
owing to the southerly aspect of Criccieth and to the fact that to some extent it was protected 
from the full force of the gale no damage was done to the coast defence and property 
generally in the district escaped damage. The schooner “Llandulas", with a cargo of setts, 
&c., was early observed in the bay by Coxswain Owen Hughes of Criccieth who immediately 
informed the neighbouring lifeboat stations of Pwllheli and Abersoch. A boat belonging to the 
schooner came ashore in a damaged condition on the Criccieth side of the Black Rock where 
it still lies, but beyond this no other mishap to the vessel has been reported here.

The North Wales Express. 4th January 1901.
A DISASTROUS GALE. TERRIBLE DISASTER OFF HOLYHEAD.
A south-westerly gale of great violence raged from an early hour on Friday morning round 
the English, Welsh, and Irish coasts and inland, and the weather during the day was of a 
tempestuous character. The most serious disaster was the wreck of the Liverpool barque 
'Primrose Hill’, off Holyhead.
VESSEL IN DISTRESS IN ST. TUDWAL'S. On Friday, at Pwllheli, the schooner 
"Llanddulas", Llanbedrog to Birkenhead, parted her cable in St. Tudwal's Road. On flying 
signals of distress, the crew were rescued by the Abersoch lifeboats.

The North Wales Express. 4th January 1901
THE LLANDULAS." As no trace can be found, of the flat "Llandulas" [SIC] it is believed 
that she sank during the gale last Saturday in the bay. The crew were all saved by the 
Abererch [SIC] lifeboat.

The Cambrian News and Merionethshire Standard. 11th January 1901.
 THE RECENT STORMS.—Several vessels, some of which had been at anchor in St. 
Tudwall Roads for five or six weeks on account of the strong winds, left this week. The 
schooner “Llanddulas” during the late storm was seen one day with a flag of distress hoisted. 
The lifeboat was soon manned and, in spite of the heavy sea that prevailed at the time, 
managed to get alongside and rescue the crew. The vessel parted with her cables and drifted 
out to sea, and was later on seen by the Pwllheli lifeboat, which had likewise come to the 
rescue. The schooner disappeared in the course of the night.



Welsh Wreck Web Research Project                      Nautical Archaeology Society

 The wreck of the schooner ‘Llanddulas’ in Cardigan Bay.                                  Page  10  



Welsh Wreck Web Research Project                      Nautical Archaeology Society

 The wreck of the schooner ‘Llanddulas’ in Cardigan Bay.                                  Page  11  

RNLI REPORT.
Schooner Llanddulas of Liverpool. 
Three on board. Tonnage: 73 tons, loaded with setts, Llanbedrog. Destination: Birkenhead
Exact position where casualty occurred: North 1 ¼ miles from boathouse
Nature of casualty: Parted cables from St Tudwall’s Road
Direction and force of wind: NNW hurricane
Condition of sea: Very heavy cross sea
Time when signal first received and state of tide: 11am, near flood
Time of launch: 12. Reaching wreck: 1pm. Return ashore: 2.30
Return of lifeboat to boathouse: Noon 24th, too much surf to house on 28th
Number of lives saved: 3. Sails/oars: Sails mostly
How did she behave: Very well
By whose authority was she launched: Cox’n
Crew: Evan Evans (cox), John Richards, Capt. John Owen,
Griff Jones, John Jones, John Evans, William Owen, Griffith Thomas, Robert Williams, 
Humphrey Roberts, 
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7.0 Analysis.
From the contemporary newspaper reports, it would appear that the ‘Llanddulas’ simply 
drifted away with no-one aboard, to founder in Cardigan Bay, and to remain undiscovered for 
over one hundred years. 

8.0 Conclusions & Recommendations.
From his experience of diving the wreck marked on Chart Number 1971 as Wk 17.8, the 
author firmly believes that this is the remains of the ‘Llanddulas’.
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